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MEANINGS, THOUGHTS AND SPATIAL PROPERTIES OF EXPERIENCES OF
TOWNSCAPE: A STUDY OF THE SHIMOKITAZAWA DISTRICT

Nagomu NAKAUCHI and Masashi KAWASAKI

Landscape formation plans have been a common government-led practice in various municipalities that apply theo-
ries of urban planning and design to the regulations and recommendations of the physical environment. On top of that a
mindset and proactive engagement is required of the landscape-related actors towards an urbanism or machizukuri that
sustains the landscape. As such, it is imperative to have a deeper understanding of the urban experiences of residents in
their everyday lives as well as the self-conscious and personal meanings attached to the landscape, and incorporate the
shared perception in the machizukuri. Walking around and Workshops were conducted with 12 participants of different
sociodemographic characteristics in the study in the Shimokitazawa district, and the focus was on the preferences of
place and object, and the meanings and thoughts of urban experiences of townscape. Further discussions and analyses
led to the identification of a typology of 17 kinds of meanings and spatial properties related to that, which fall under 3
categories: (Dmeanings related to originally spatial properties in study area @meanings concerning identity, e.g., the
sense of belonging to a community, involve residents @circumstances in which elements in the boundary area were
sustained included the establishment condition of the subject of autonomy.
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