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Civil Engineering's power in shaping culture
-Celebrating Lake Biwa Canal as national treasures-
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2 ﬂé‘ (B 8%) 5 ;)Jf 5 t :t iﬁﬂ In August 2025, twenty-four facilities of the
L M 1 AR AR <} 7k m Lake Biwa Canal were designated as Impor-
7 ik 8 = B w8 ; ﬁ 7k tant Cultural Properties, with five named as
= i 8 o A B A I iﬁ i National Treasures—the first such recogni-
O ok N 1 L/' % 75{ tion for modern civil engineering. Complet-
» 1 73] < MR " % ﬂd. t ed in 1890, the canal was a foundational in-
BB x & W = - frastructure that supported the recovery and
gow i n oA iz ‘; L development of Kyoto following the Meiji
r T 23 7> ik > Ui ?E T Restoration. As a multipurpose system, it
oS - S I RSN E *}J supplied water, enabled hydropower, and
B R 4 ¥ W 5 O 0) supported irrigation, contributing signifi-
0o o B ok T cantly to regional industrialization and urban

modernization.The canal’s excellence, rec-
ognized by the Telford Medal from the ICE,

L # & < F ¥ w 2 T H T marks a seminal achievement in Japanese
- $ T % oE & ok 2 NN engineering. Beyond its functional vailue, the
A VAR L A VN S VAR | S (] b % canal has shaped Kyoto’s landscape, impart-
o W= T | o 2 T 3 A ing enduring cultural significance.
> L & » H & 5 - This special issue examines the cultural val-
> T W oy & T gOE % ue of operational infrastructure, emphasiz-
A wox > F O b % B % ing its historical context and contribution to
¥ 2z h X A K& H X % 5 urban innovation. By analyzing the engi-
£ 2~ L 2 WL b x X neers' professional ethos, the issue highlights
Z & ° W B T H WM p oh the educational significance of civil engi-
mow T M B X o < 5 neering heritage. Through multidisciplinary
O B T OB OM —‘\ Bl 4 w7 perspectives, including international exam-
5 Kk b #£ o g V- ples like Taiwan, this collection aims to ad-
N A 7 N - - ORI vance discourse on integrating cultural value
E B B O o B X within environmental and urban networks.
B OB oo UKk 2 2o LW

ARG Vol 111 No.7 July 2026 4



DL QR O S s HKEEH
SRONIZBEERIRPHEEVS
QM AR D HREIEE S EHE
RLERSD 54 | EXHe Y 5 ° R
MWRRRARULV OV BLIRHS
LD QWHEIV R IB o
AR ER A O R LSS U S

e
-~
& o

wy

WO VAN O LR<LO K
R - R - HEFS VPRI
Yo HERERU R ORIEE
EHEY M- NN O —
KA A SR Ao @ (SR FE-0 48
2 AL 300 K HRER K oD YU A6 KU 16 4 I
ENSRRIFLER RSV B
W) RO R NED 5w EO Y S
vl 5°

WRBU DN NN QRm
AR HRE &3V S 140 QN
NP =L O NREURQ A
IOSSERIDR D480 HKARI B [ 3
KHKEE | SERwE OV R
KQRORY LKA QHKEAR
SEXEW | 0 mMBUDSVERV S
0% WO ROV | BemEg
O BEE S MM YRR D &
AR -0s00 RERKIRCRIE R
EONEBEPER BN NN

N XSWHEL BESH —=
DA QERURROV RS N
EHEZVRESEHEEHBE I
I 550°

WOU ST HKQEZEBEE
SEARVREPL Q2B 5°
MEIKMVEEHLOK D LD —a
SEVHRILREL Bz CE iR
HRAY 2420 R FE 04850 HL 500 I
BUSDURBEERR-Pm0L R
B QEEAIRREE N O VR0 )
AP REQERER UL ONE
E48:0° iz QEREIRVEKNL D
QO RIABEEWBORQUIUUR
NS EEWBH QIR Q) 5 -0
e 50

KSR

FIS D S B IEA0 R 07
HEREFONIBEIYU QO SV 30
AR S a4l 5° ) P R R
L GO UEREEE KL i
T ERRERC | K (BElK) )~E
SERSS S H M N — g B Q) DY
DESBELROSHERUS O
HEERY ( SEEWRL QU
Q% KU XIOZEE WV REE

RALRQU HRE W B ORQHE Y
DA QEEH R R E VD W WU
Yo STEIH SERW I LY S
WO ERVT HKEEAKSPE A
QEE RIEFER-OIRE L D48 RO T FENT
RIFEWHR DN VOV sk
AR B o8 1R 0 HK Bl
SHREWIHED” O BN
ORL Q RE U KRLP DN MR S HK
RENPREEAQ°

REFEXRRILSHKELRY
O\ RQEHIERWIRD L VLR
MWKV HEREOXIBQE
EAVRFEWISRE URE A Q18
HHRI T4 50°

e XiE

(=) R XIS LF (HH -
BXIE (BHE]) S¥EH)” https//www.
bunka.go.jp/koho_hodo_oshirase/hodohapp
y0/94214501.html

() X241 X2 = https://www.bunka.
go.jp/seisaku/bunkazai/

ik < T 3)

ZH

CRHEZ, 8~ 11HTHY B 7= TEfA

HiSHBR 7= (25
(B2

FEA

TARZAR5E Vol. 111 No.7 July 2026

5





